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By Bruce Lynd, Jr., MFDA President

Dear MFDA Members, 

 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I

unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27 

I find comfort in this verse knowing that as 2021 comes to a close; we have hope for a

brighter 2022, for through it all we can find peace in Christ Jesus. Like many of you,

Christmas is one of my favorite holiday seasons. It is a time that we can honor the

families we served throughout the past year and pay tribute to the lives of their loved

ones through our annual remembrance services, which is always rewarding. I wish you

all PEACE through this Christmas and in the coming year. 

This being our final journal for 2021, I wanted to take a moment to mention our new

association management firm, Ten One Strategies, LLC. They have worked with

Tatman Group and our Board of Directors over the last month and a half while

transitioning and have already hit the ground running to help our association be the

best it can be. I personally wanted to thank David Tatman, Jamie Freeman and the

entire Tatman Group team for their service to our association over the last several

years.  

I look forward to seeing you all very soon at our Mid-Winter Seminar February 6th &

7th, 2022 in Tupelo!

Bruce A. Lynd, Jr.

MFDA President

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Bruce Lynd, Jr.

Heritage Funeral Home

4
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By Shay Chedotal, MFDA Central District Governor
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Central District News

The Central District met November 16, 2021 at Kristos Greek Restaurant in

Ridgeland, MS. 

 

It was great for everyone to be back together again. We had over 20 in attendance to

fellowship and catch up on all of the things going on in the Central District. 

 

Thank you to our Sponsors, John Duncan and Bill & Linda Lindley with Messenger. 

 

Central District Members participated in a 50/50 Raffle, collecting a total of $240.

Our winner was Butch Hammock with Natchez Trace Funeral Home, with the other

half going towards The Foundation.

 

We wish everyone a great rest of the year and look forward to seeing you at the 

Mid-Winter Seminar.

 

 

 

Shay D Chedotal
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MESSAGE FROM MFD FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
By Bill Chancellor, MFD Foundation President

The Mississippi Funeral Directors Foundation is a partner with the Mississippi Funeral Directors

Association committed to promoting academic excellence by providing additional resources

and opportunities for improving the quality of education in the funeral service profession. The

Foundation is made possible because of the gifts and donations from our membership.

 

We currently offer three scholarships a year to qualified applicants. Applications must

complete and in be in by December 15. If qualified the scholarships will be awarded at the Mid-Winter

Seminar.

 

Current board members are Bill Chancellor, Chancellor Funeral Home, Hugh Strebeck, Ott & Lee

Funeral Home, Wendell Stringer, Stringer Family Funeral Service, Greg Pegues, W.E. Pegues

Funeral Home, Bruce Lynn, MFDA President, and Whitney Pegues MFDA President-Elect.

 

I look forward to seeing each of you at Mid-Winter.

Bill Chancellor



For more information please contact:
 

Bertinna Dubra, Trust Administrator
MFDA Pre-Need Services

 
PO Box 173, Clinton, MS 39060

Phone: (601) 978-1920 
Toll-Free: (888) 759-6332

Fax: (601) 978-1950
bertinna@dubraamc.com

www.mississippifuneraldirectors.com

MFDA Members,

It is our hope that you and your members have had a prosperous, healthy and happy 2021, and that you enjoy

a wonderful Holiday season. We are pleased to report that through November The MFDA Preneed Funeral

Trust has had another profitable year and is + 8.88% over the past 12 months.

 

It has been a good year to have maintained your long term investment objectives as global stock markets have

done well again, particularly here at home. Over the long run stock prices are driven by earnings growth and

during 2021 the companies that make up The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index have in fact seen their earnings

grow by a stunning +27.5% through September. In fact the vast majority of these companies have recently

reported third quarter earnings either in-line or above analyst expectations. While we believe that we are in

mid-cycle of this economic expansion that began in mid-2020 during the pandemic, we continue to expect global

GDP growth for 2022 to approach 5%.

 

Of course the trust isn’t invested 100% in the stock market and there is always a healthy portion of the

portfolio in the bond market to smooth the ride and temper the ups and downs. While the bond market has not

produced stunning results akin to the stock market this year, it has and will continue to keep us out of the ditch

in protracted periods of time when stocks don’t cooperate. 

 

The world continues to have its challenges from Covid-19 to geopolitics and inflation. While the future is

always uncertain and market volatility is a given, we have learned quite a bit about maintaining your focus in

these past 18 months for sure. Who would have thought that the world’s economy would have done so well

going forward when the pandemic started back in March, 2020. As we close out 2021, we continue to believe

that a long-term focused and professionally managed balanced portfolio that adheres to your particular

investment policy is the best way to assure that the trust provides the kind of service that your families rely

upon.

 

Thank you for the continued opportunity to serve as your investment consultant in 2021.

 

Warm regards,

 
The 770 Group at UBS Financial Services, Inc.

 
UPDATE BY BILL PAHL, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT - WEALTH MANAGEMENT

MFDA TRUST UPDATE
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 NFDA NAMES CHRIS FARMER AS GENERAL

COUNSEL
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Brookfield, Wis. – The National Funeral Directors Association

(NFDA) is pleased to announce that Christopher L. Farmer will join

the association’s staff as its new general counsel. He will assume his

duties on January 1, 2022, following the retirement of T. Scott

Gilligan on December 31, 2021.

 

“After an extensive search, I am proud to welcome Chris Farmer to

the NFDA staff,” said NFDA CEO Christine Pepper, MBA, CAE.

“Chris has the ideal combination of corporate experience and broad

knowledge of the funeral service profession and industry. I have no

doubt he will provide sound legal advice and guidance to the

association. He will also be a tremendous value and resource for our

members, offering legal advice and much more.”

 

In his role as general counsel, Farmer will continue to offer

complimentary legal advice to members – one of NFDA’s valued

member benefits. He will also continue to maintain NFDA’s extensive

library of legal forms, present educational programs on behalf of the

association, manage NFDA’s GPL review service, work with the

NFDA Professional Conduct Committee and much more. Farmer will

join the NFDA staff on October 15 and will work with Gilligan during

the coming months to ensure a smooth transition.

 

Farmer comes to NFDA after establishing his own legal practice, The

Farmer Firm, which is dedicated to supporting funeral, crematory, and

cemetery service providers and suppliers in corporate matters, mergers

and acquisitions, commercial litigation, employment, consumer

litigation, banking, state and federal regulatory matters, and more.

Farmer’s wide-ranging experience in the funeral service profession

includes roles such as financial and business management consultant

for The Foresight Companies; director of corporate development for

Carriage Services; general counsel for the Cremation Association of

North America and the Texas Funeral Directors Association; and

corporate counsel for Service Corporation International.

 
 

Press Release By Jessica Koth, NFDA

For Immediate Release: October 7, 2021
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Farmer has presented extensively at funeral service education events and written numerous

articles for trade publications. He graduated from Purdue University with his bachelor’s degree in

Psychology and his law degree from the University of Houston Law Center.

 

NFDA members will have an opportunity to meet Farmer during the NFDA International

Convention & Expo, October 17-20 in Nashville.

 

“Over the years I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with various members of the

NFDA Board of Directors and staff, as well as association members, and couldn’t be happier to be

joining such a well-respected funeral service association,” said Farmer. “I am grateful for the

opportunity and am looking forward to doing all that I can to serve NFDA and its members.”

 

NFDA is the world’s leading and largest funeral service association, serving more than 20,000

individual members who represent nearly 11,000 funeral homes in the United States and 49

countries around the world. NFDA is the trusted leader, beacon for ethics and the strongest

advocate for the profession. NFDA is the association of choice because it offers funeral

professionals comprehensive educational resources, tools to manage successful businesses,

guidance to become pillars in their communities and the expertise to foster future generations of

funeral professionals. NFDA is headquartered in Brookfield, Wis., and has an office in

Washington, D.C. For more information, visit www.nfda.org.

http://www.nfda.org/
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Tupelo, MS

May 22 - 24, 2022 MFDA/LFDA 2022 Joint Convention

New Orleans, LA


