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The 2010 Winter Educational Seminar was a tremendous 
success. Everyone enjoyed the hospitality of the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, the food, fellowship, tours and excellent 
educational programs. Thanks to everyone who attended 
and contributed in making it a success.  
 

 As the 2010 Legislative session winds down, we walked 
the halls of the capital, meeting with legislators, working 
for you. As I write this, HB 981 has passed both chambers 

of the Capital and awaits the Governor’s signature. This bill requires that re-
tail sellers of caskets that sell pre-need contracts for caskets shall be re-
quired to meet all of the requirements that are applicable to pre need con-
tracts for funeral services. 
 

SB 2413, that amends the code to legally recognize the person designated 
by Federal documentation to direct disposition of a decedents' body, if the 
decedent died during military service in any branch of the United States 
Armed Forces, United States Reserve Forces or National Guard, passed 
both houses and was signed by the Governor. Please read the Legislative 
update by David Ainsworth, Legislative Chairman on page 10 for additional 
information.   
 

As I write this, it is with a thankful and a heavy heart to inform you that I am 
resigning from my position as Executive Director of the Mississippi Funeral 
Directors Association, effective April 15, 2010. 
 

Thank you for the opportunities for professional and personal development 
that you have provided me during the past two years. I have never been as-
sociated with a more professional and caring group of people than the board 
and membership of this association.   The funeral professionals in this state 
and other states across the country will always have my upmost respect.  
 

I have enjoyed working at MFDA and appreciate the support provided me 
during my tenure with the association. I wish you well in all your future en-
deavors.  
 

If I can ever be of service, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Regards, 

Philip A. Chamblee 

Executive Director 
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Willis Newbell Puckett II,  owner of Memorial Funeral Home, Columbus, passed 
away October 4, 2009. 

 
Patsy Hardin Waller,  owner of Waller Funeral Home, Oxford, passed away No-
vember 4, 2009. 
 
Keith Barksdale,  father of Bill Clark, Funeral Director, Baldwin-Lee Funeral Home, 
Jackson,  passed away December 4, 2009. 
 
Herschel Benton Duncan,  brother of Philip Duncan, Funeral Director, Booneville 
Funeral Home, Booneville,  passed away December 21, 2009. 
 
Maxine Creel Cutshall , owner of Cutshall Funeral Home, Iuka, passed away De-
cember 28, 2009. 

 
Larry I Willis,  Funeral Director and Manager for James F. Webb Funeral Home & 
Newton County Funeral Home, passed away January 16, 2010.  
 
Earline Gaillard Reaves,  mother of Sperry Reaves, Jr. Funeral Director, Ripley 
Funeral Home, Ripley, passed away January 12, 2010. 
 
Rhoda Miller,  mother of Max Miller, Aurora Casket Company, passed away Febru-
ary 1, 2010. 

 
Marvin Godbold , brother of Don Godbold, Hartman-Sharkey Funeral Home in 
McComb passed away March 2, 2010. Marvin was a retired funeral director and 
former manager of Catchings Funeral Home in McComb.   
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Does the Red Flags Rule Affect Your Business? 
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According to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), as many as nine million Americans have their identities 
stolen each year resulting in billions of dollars in losses.  
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